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ABSTRACT

This dissertation focuses on the issue of the Arab water security in the Nile Valley and
the Euphrates' Basin. Due to the importance of water in the life of human beings as well
as its effect on the development of civilizations; this study tackles the role that water

plays in creating conflicts between countries in these two regions.

the Nile , which sources from lake Victoria to empty in the Mediterranean sea , flows
through the course of ten African countries causing many problems to erupt between
these neighboring countries throughout history; of which only two countries that the

Nile flows through are being Arab countries.

Adding to the importance of the Nile is its strategic location; being close to the
international trade lines across the Arabian Gulf, Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, and the

Mediterranean Sea gives the Nile Basin an extremely important geo-political status.

The Euphrates' situation on the other hand can be described as dangerous and unstable
due to the fact that a bordering non-Arab country (which also happens to be a member
of NATO) refuses to accept the status of the Euphrates as an international river. Turkey
does not recognize the rights of its neighboring countries in their share of the Euphrates
since the river sources from Turkey's Soil and flows through Syria and Iraq. This

situation encouraged Turkey to control the Euphrates' water flow and prevent it from
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reaching Iraq and Syria in sufficient manner by building water dams and other irrigation

projects.

This dissertation shows and explains the various water resources in the Arab world, in
addition to pointing out some essential plans and mechanisms to save these water
resources from being wasted. Moreover, it explains the concept of Arab water security

and its relationship with the Arab national security as a whole.

It is expected that the issue of water will resume as an important element and a point of
focus in determining relationships' nature between countries; it will also reflect on the
probability of threatening Arab water sources as becoming a threat to the Arab world
security as a whole, since this dissertation suggests that Arab nations are facing

evaporation in water sources at dangerous levels.
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